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Passenger rail between Dallas and Louisiana took another step forward today as the North 

East Texas Regional Mobility Authority (NET RMA) and Dallas Area Rapid Transit 

(DART) signed a Memorandum Of Understanding that offers opportunities for the two 

agencies to cooperate in the development of passenger rail service in the North and North 

East Texas regions.  The signing ceremony this morning at Dallas Union Station allowed 

both parties to share their vision for passenger rail service.  The agreement acknowledges 

the importance of coordinated efforts in transportation planning with respect to identifying 

needed passenger rail corridors, designing beneficial regional projects and securing funding 

for priority passenger rail projects throughout the regions.    

 

Mr. Gary C. Thomas, President and Executive Director of DART, served as the Master of 

Ceremonies for the MOU Signing event.  Mr. Thomas stated “DART is proud of the light 

rail and transit services that it provides to the Dallas Metroplex.  DART is excited about 

expanding its local service area through the extension of the ORANGE LINE to North 

Irving and Las Colinas, and the extension of the BLUE LINE linking the Downtown 

Garland Station to the proposed Downtown Rowlett Station.  However, DART is even more 

excited about the possibilities of extending light rail and high-speed rail services throughout 

all of North and North East Texas”.  Mr. Thomas then introduced Jeff Austin, III, Chairman 

of the NET RMA, as being a transportation leader whose vision for commuter rail service 

from Dallas to Shreveport, LA and throughout North East Texas fit well into DART’s 

vision for their future development.  

 

 



NET RMA Board Chairman Jeff Austin III commented that passenger rail service 

between Dallas and Shreveport would “improve connectivity and mobility in the region, 

assist in improving air quality and provide alternative transportation options throughout 

northeast Texas.”    He also stated that the NET RMA, in cooperation with DART and its 

regional partners, can provide viable and beneficial transportation solutions to help 

enhance mobility and economic development throughout the entire North and North East 

Texas regions. 

 

 

About DART  - The Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is a regional transit authority 

serving 13 cities in North Texas with rail, bus, paratransit, high occupancy vehicle lanes 

and rideshare services. DART also serves DFW International Airport and Fort Worth via 

the Trinity Railway Express (TRE) commuter rail.  Presently the operator of the nation's 

longest light rail network, DART will expand their light rail system to 90 miles by 2014. 

 

About the NET RMA - The NET RMA is an independent government agency created to 

accelerate the development of transportation projects in North East Texas. The NET 

RMA mission is to implement transportation solutions that will enhance the quality of 

life and the economic environment in the North East Texas region. The NET RMA is 

governed by a 19-member board of directors that represent each of the member counties: 

Bowie, Cass, Cherokee, Gregg, Harrison, Panola, Rusk, Smith, Titus, Upshur, Wood and 

Van Zandt. Texas RMAs were made possible through an initiative passed by State 

Legislature in 2001. The NET RMA was established in October 2004.  
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